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Colophon (First Edition)
2015
The first colophon accompanying the following “Animal” drawings contained
errors. It has been revised for the publication of this book.
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Climbing Frog
2014

There are more than 2,600 species of frogs and toads, all easily distinguishable as
members of this order. The general differences between frogs and toads are that
frogs jump (toads tend to walk), depend more on access to water, and are slimy (as
opposed to dry and warty).Frogs range in size from less than half an inch to almost a
foot in length. Frogs are able to survive in diverse surroundings, including water,
semi-deserts, and mountains. However, they are not able to survive in salt water and
the iciest and driest climates. Frogs metamorphosize from swimming tadpole larvae
to their adult form; tadpoles are more vulnerable to predation than are adults. Adult
frogs rely on various methods of defense, including light, poison, and many patterns
and colors of camouflage. Frogs breathe and absorb water through their skin, which
is shed periodically. Most are nocturnal or twilight animals, and rely more on their
sense of vision and smell than hearing. Many species hibernate through the winter
months. Despite fairy-tale claims, it has not yet been proven that frog-kissing
produces princes. The global frog population has been declining at unprecedented
rates in recent years, causing speculation about the overall health of the biosystems
from which they are disappearing.
Text by Nancy Kotary and Ann Schirmer.from Windows XP in a Nutshell: A Desktop
Quick Reference.
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Dodo
2014

The dodo lived in the Mascarene islands in the Indian Ocean, primarily on Mauritius.
These flightless birds are believed to have been related to pigeons, but scientists
have found it difficult to categorize them. Our knowledge of the dodo's appearance
is based on descriptions from sailors and explorers who settled the Mascarene
islands in the 16th and 17th centuries, and who were fascinated with these peculiarlooking birds. The dodos' plump bodies were covered with grey feathers, which
ringed their bare faces like a hood. Because they were flightless, their wings had
regressed to a tiny size, and their white tail feathers had become a small, curly tuft.
Most remarkable was the beak, which was large, strong, hooked, and light green or
pale yellow. The dodo used its powerful beak to open hard fruits and snail
shells.The dodo was extinct by the beginning of the 18th century. The Europeans
who settled Mauritius and the other Mascarene islands hunted the dodo for food,
sport, and as curiosities. Several attempts were made to bring live dodos back to
Europe with them, with varying degrees of success. The European settlers also
introduced animals such as cats, dogs, pigs, and rats to the islands. These animals
hunted the dodo, trampled their nests, and ate their eggs. Prior to the arrival of
these various foreigners, the dodo had no natural enemies, and so had no defense
mechanisms.
Text by Clairemarie Fisher O'Leary.from Office 97 Annoyances.
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Dung Beetles
2015
Dung beetles are beetles that feed partly or exclusively on dungs or feces. They
possess exceptional dung disposal capacity and one dung beetle can bury dung that
is 250 times heavier than itself in one night.
Many dung beetles, known as rollers, roll dung into round balls, which are used as a
food source or brooding chambers. Other dung beetles, known as tunnelers, bury
the dung wherever they find it. A third group, the dwellers, neither roll nor burrow:
they simply live in manure. They are often attracted by the dung collected by
burrowing owls. Dung Beetles can grow to 3 cm long and 2 cm wide.
All the species belong to the superfamily Scarabaeoidea; most of them to the
subfamilies Scarabaeinae and Aphodiinae of the family Scarabaeidae (scarab
beetles). As most species of Scarabaeinae feed exclusively on feces, that subfamily is
often dubbed true dung beetles. There are dung-feeding beetles which belong to
other families, such as the Geotrupidae (the earth-boring dung beetle). The
Scarabaeinae alone comprises more than 5,000 species.
Dung beetles are currently the only known animal to navigate and orient themselves
using the Milky Way.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
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European Common Frog
2014
This species inhabits Europe from the Pyrenees to the Urals and West Siberia. It can
be found in just about any damp habitat within this range, including lowland and
mountain forests, meadows, swamps, ponds, lakes, rivers, gardens, backyards, and
parks.
The European common frog has a small, squat body and a wide, flat head. The frog
is typically brown or grayish in color but can also have yellowish or red hues. The
lower segments of its backbone are fused into a stiff rod called the urostyle, which,
along with its strong pelvic bones, helps provide strength and firmness to the rear
of the body. The frogs have powerful hind legs and webbed feet, which contribute
to their excellent jumping and swimming abilities.
The males of the species tend to be slightly smaller than the females and are
identifiable by whitish swellings on the inner digits of their front feet. During
breeding season, these swellings support dark "nuptial pads" that enable the male to
grasp the female more effectively. The male can be very vocal when trying to attract
a mate, even croaking underwater. Once he has attracted a female, he climbs on her
back and embraces her in a tight, sometimes suffocating grip called amplexus,
which can last up to two days. He fertilizes the eggs as the female lays them. In
recent years, scientists researching the species in the Pyrenees have discovered a
behavior known as "clutch piracy," in which gangs of males search for newly laid
eggs to fertilize them again. The researchers have found evidence of fertilization
from as many as four males in a single clutch of eggs.
Although huge numbers of eggs are laid, few frogs survive to adulthood. Tadpoles
are preyed upon by both terrestrial and aquatic animals, and adult frogs count grass
snakes, kingfishers, and herons among their many predators. Additionally, many
frogs are caught by humans for the purposes of education, medicine, and science.
Overall, however, this particular species is neither declining nor threatened.
Text unattributed, from Windows Vista in a Nutshell: A Desktop Quick Reference.
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Groundhog
2015
Groundhogs are famously associated with the US/Canadian holiday Groundhog Day,
held every February 2nd. Folklore holds that if the groundhog emerges from its
burrow that day and sees its shadow, winter will continue for six more weeks.
Proponents say that the rodents forecast accurately 75 to 90 percent of the time.
Many cities host famous groundhog weather prognosticators, including
Punxsutawney Phil (of Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, and the 1993 Bill Murray film
Groundhog Day). This legend perhaps originates from the fact that the groundhog is
one of the few species that enters true hibernation during the winter. Primarily
herbivorous, groundhogs will fatten up in the summer on vegetation, berries, nuts,
insects, and the crops in human gardens, causing many people to consider them
pests. They then dig a winter burrow, and remain there from October to March
(although they may emerge earlier in temperate areas, or, presumably, if they will
be the center of attention on their eponymous holiday). The groundhog is the
largest member of the squirrel family, around16–26 inches long and weighing 4–9
pounds. It is equipped with curved, thick claws ideal for digging, and two coats of
fur: a dense grey undercoat and a lighter-colored topcoat of longer hairs, which
provides protection against the elements. Groundhogs range throughout most of
Canada and northern regions of the United States, in places where open space and
woodlands meet. They are capable of climbing trees and swimming but are usually
found on the ground, not far from the burrows they dig for sleeping, rearing their
young, and seeking protection from predators. These burrows typically have two to
five entrances, and up to 46 feet of tunnels.
Text unattributed, from Mining the Social Web.
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Guiana Crested Eagle
2014
This large, slender bird is 31 to 35 inches in length and has broad, rounded wings
and a long, black tail marked with 3 wide, gray bands. The plumage of the adult
includes a gray-black head, gray neck, brown-gray throat and breast, brown-black
mantle, and white-tipped wings, back, and tail. Features also include gray or yellow
eyes, black markings around the eyes, black beak, and yellow, featherless legs. The
Guiana crested eagle inhabits the lowland tropical forests of Central and South
America-usually well away from human settlement. Ornithologists know little about
the behavior of this eagle. It is found in the warmest, most humid parts of the
jungle, and it tends to stay near the coastline or river edges. It can be spotted during
its frequent soaring, though it is usually only visible when it passes over rivers or
other breaks in the forest canopy. While perching atop the highest trees, it will stay
nearly motionless for hours at a time, only occasionally moving its head. Like its
close relative the Harpy eagle (Harpia harpyja), the Guiana crested eagle is large
enough to feed on live prey such as smaller birds, opossums, and reptiles. The
Harpy eagle, though, is still larger and stronger, feeding on monkeys, sloths, and
other arboreal and terrestrial mammals. Eagles of this size are too large to kill prey in
the air; so they surprise their prey on the ground, often decapitating their victims.
The most noticeable feature of the Guiana crested eagle is the projecting occipital
crest on its head. Unlike the Harpy eagle, which has a bifurcated or double crest,
the Guiana crested eagle has a single, undivided crest. The crest consists of feathers
uniquely colored with a white base, black center, and white tip. As with other birds'
display behaviors, the crest—which can be raised and lowered—is thought to be
used as a form of communication. Birds often communicate with vocal or visual
displays, including colored plumage during breeding season or elaborate movement
routines designed to attract potential mates. With birds such as the Guiana crested
eagle, however, behavioral displays usually communicate greeting, threat,
submission, or distraction. The crest's graded or variable display (it does not have to
be completely raised or lowered, but can be somewhere in between) conveys the
intensity of the eagle's impending actions. Even though the display of the occipital
crest may be difficult to decipher for those studying this bird, the signals it
communicates are likely to be unambiguous to others of its species.
Text by Jeffrey Holcomb from Windows 2000 Administration in a Nutshell: A
Desktop Quick Reference.
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Hare
2015
A small grazing mammal, hares are generally larger than rabbits, have longer ears,
softer fur, and longer, more powerful hindlegs. When chased, they rely on speed
and sudden changes in direction (called "jinking") to elude pursuers. Wide-set eyes
give them a wide angle of vision. Primarily nocturnal, they can scent enemies,
thump the ground with a hindleg when alarmed, and, in turn, sense the nearby
thumping of other startled hares. Hares occupy open country, and are mainly
solitary except during breeding season. The pre-mating antics of the males include
bucking, bounding, kicking, and standing on hindlegs to box with one another; thus
the saying, "Mad as a March hare." These boisterous exercises can sometimes
include a dozen or more participants. The hare's acknowledged reproductive
prowess helps compensate for its high rate of predation.
Text by Michael Kalantarian from QuarkXPress in a Nutshell: A Desktop Quick
Reference.
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Hook-Lipped Rhinoceros
2014
The black [or hook-lipped] rhino is one of two African species of rhinos. Weighing
up to one and a half tons, it is smaller than its counterpart-the white, or squarelipped, rhinoceros. Black rhinos live in savanna grasslands, open woodlands, and
mountain forests in a few small areas of southwestern, south central, and eastern
Africa. They prefer to live alone and will aggressively defend their territory.
With an upper lip that tapers to a hooklike point, the black rhino is perfectly suited
to pluck leaves, twigs, and buds from trees and bushes. It is able to eat coarser
vegetation than other herbivores.
Black rhinos are odd-toed ungulates, meaning they have three toes on each foot.
They have thick, gray, hairless hides. Among the most distinctive of the rhino's
features is its two horns, which are actually made of thickly matted hair rather than
bone. The rhino uses its horns to defend itself against lions, tigers, and hyenas, or to
claim a female mate. The courtship ritual is often violent, and the horns can inflict
severe wounds.
After mating, the female and male rhinos have no further contact. The gestation
period is 14 to 18 months, and the calves nurse for a year, though they are able to
eat vegetation almost immediately after birth. The bond between a mother and her
calf can last up to four years before the calf leaves its home.
In recent years, rhinos have been hunted to the point of near extinction. Scientists
estimate that there may have been as many as a million black rhinos in Africa 100
years ago, a number that has dwindled to 2,400 today. All five remaining species,
which include the Indian, Javan, and Sumatran rhinos, are now endangered.
Humans are considered their biggest predators.
Text unattributed, from Learning Javascript.
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Javan Rhinoceros
2014
All five species of rhinoceros are distinguished by their large size, thick armor-like
skin, three-toed feet, and single or double snout horn. The Javan rhinoceros, along
with the Sumatran rhinoceros, is one of two forest-dwelling species. The Javan
rhinoceros is similar in appearance to the Indian rhinoceros, but smaller and with
certain distinguishing characteristics (primarily skin texture).
Rhinoceroses are often depicted standing up to their snouts in water or mud. In
fact, they can frequently be found just like that. When not resting in a river, rhinos
will dig deep pits in which to wallow. Both of these resting places provide a couple
of advantages. First, they give the animal relief from the tropical heat and protection
from blood-sucking flies. (The mud that the wallow leaves on the skin of the
rhinoceros also provides some protection from flies.) Second, mud wallows and
river water help support the considerable weight of these huge animals, thereby
relieving the strain on their legs and backs.
Folklore has long held that the horn of the rhinoceros possesses magical and
aphrodisiac powers, and that humans who gain possession of the horns will also
gain those powers. This is one of the reasons why rhinos are a prime target of
poachers. All species of rhinoceros are in danger, and the Javan rhino population is
the most precarious. Fewer than 100 of these animals are still living. At one time,
Javan rhinos could be found throughout southeastern Asia, but they are now
believed to exist only in Indonesia and Vietnam.
Text unattributed, from Javascript: The Definitive Guide.
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Long-Eared Bat
2015
[The long-eared bat] is a fairly large bat that is common and widespread throughout
Great Britain and Ireland. It can also be found in Japan. Often seen in colonies of 50
to a 100 or more, it lives in open woodlands, as well as parks and gardens and in
spaces under houses and church roofs. It also hibernates in caves, where it is more
solitary in habit. The long-eared bat is a medium-size bat with a broad wingspan of
about 25 cm. Its ears are very long and have a very distinctive fold—their inner
edges meet each other on the top of the head, and their outer edges end just behind
the angle of the mouth. When the bat sleeps, it folds its ears under its wings. During
flight, the ears are pointing forward. Its fur is long, fluffy, and silky, extending a
short way onto the surface of its wings. It is dusky brown in color on top and light
or dirty brown in color below. Juveniles are pale grey, lacking the brown tinges of
the adults. Their diet consists of flies, moths, and beetles. It glides among foliage,
frequently hovering to scour for insects. When traveling to another tree, its flight is
swift, strong, and close to the ground. Long-eared bats breed in autumn and spring.
Pregnant females form nursery colonies of 100 or more in early summer, and the
single young or twins are born in June and July. Bats are the only true flying
mammals. Contrary to popular misconception, they are not blind—many can
actually see very well. All British bats use echolocation to orient themselves at night;
they emit bursts of sound that are of such high frequencies they are beyond the
human range of hearing and are therefore called “ultrasound.” The bats then listen
to and interpret the echoes bounced back from objects around them (including
prey), which allows them to build a “sound-picture” of their surroundings. Like all
bats, this species is vulnerable to a number of threats, including the loss of roost
sites, as hollow trees are often cut down if thought unsafe. Pesticide use has
devastating effects, causing severe declines in insect abundance and contaminating
food with potentially fatal toxins. Insecticides applied to timbers inside buildings
where roosts occur are a particular danger—the initial treatment can wipe out
whole colonies (spraying timber where bats are roosting is now illegal), but the
effects of these chemicals can be lethal to bats for up to 20 years. In Britain, under
the Wildlife and Countryside Act, it is illegal to intentionally kill, injure, take, or sell
a bat; to possess a live bat or part of a bat; and to intentionally, recklessly damage,
obstruct, or destroy access to bat roosts. Under the conservation regulations, it is an
offense to damage or destroy breeding sites or resting places. Offenders can be
charged up to 5,000 pounds per bat affected and be sentenced to six months
imprisonment.
Text unattributed, from Version Control with Git.
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Malayan Tapir
2015
[The Malayan Tapir] is a black-and-white hoofed mammal with a round, stocky body
similar to that of a pig. At 6–8 feet long and 550–700 pounds, the Malayan is the
largest of the four tapir species. It lives in tropical rain forests in Southeast Asia.
The Malayan tapir’s appearance is striking: its front half and hind legs are solid
black, and its midsection is marked with a white saddle. This pattern provides
perfect camouflage for the tapir in a moonlit jungle. Other physical characteristics
include a thick hide, a stumpy tail, and a short, flexible snout. Despite its body
shape, the Malayan tapir is an agile climber and a fast runner.
The tapir is a solitary and mainly nocturnal animal. It tends to have very poor vision,
so it relies on smell and hearing as it roams large territories in search of food,
tracking other tapirs’ scents and communicating via high-pitched whistles. The
Malayan tapir’s predators are tigers, leopards, and humans, and it is considered
endangered due to habitat destruction and overhunting.
Text unattributed, from Programming Scala.
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Owls
2014
There are two families and approximately 180 species of these birds of prey
distributed throughout the world, with the exception of Antarctica. Owls are
physically characterized by their large heads, flats faces, large, forward-facing eyes,
hooked beaks, and sharp claws. Most, although not all, species of owl are nocturnal
hunters, feeding entirely on live animals, ranging in size from insects to hares.
Because they have little ability to move their large, forward-facing eyes, owls must
move their entire heads in order to look around. They can rotate their heads up to
270 degrees, and some can turn their heads completely upside down. Owls ears are
highly sensitive to the frequency and direction of sounds. Many species of owl have
asymmetrical ear placement, which enable them to more easily locate their prey in
dim or dark light. Owl feathers are soft, allowing them to fly noiselessly and thus to
surprise their prey. Because their large eyes give them the appearance of intellectual
depth, owls have been portrayed in folklore through the ages as wise creatures.
Because of this, they are viewed by humans differently than most birds of prey,
which are considered, in an anthropomorphic way, to be evil and cold-blooded.
Text unattributed, from Mastering Regular Expressions.
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Paradise Flycatcher
2014
Part of the family of monarch flycatchers (Monarchidae), Paradise flycatchers are
passerine(perching) insectivores. They’re the most widely distributed of the
monarch flycatchers and can be found from sub-Saharan Africa to Southeast Asia and
on many Pacific islands. While most species are resident, others, including the
Japanese Paradise flycatcher and the Satin flycatcher, are migratory. Most species of
Paradise flycatcher are sexually dimorphic, meaning that males and females look
different. Females of most species tend to be less brilliantly colored than their male
counterparts, which are also characterized by long tail feathers that vary in length
according to species. For example, the male Asian Paradise flycatcher’s tail
streamers can be approximately 15 inches long. Female flycatchers are believed to
select their mate based on tail length. Paradise flycatchers are monogamous, which
makes their distinctive coloring and plumage unusual, as this form of sexual display
is usually reserved for nonmonogamous species. Because they’re so widely
distributed, Paradise flycatchers can be found in a variety of habitats, including
savannas, bamboo groves, rain forests, deciduous forests, and even cultivated
gardens. Most species catch their food on the wing, thanks in part to their quick
reflexes and sharp eyesight.
Text unattributed, from Cassandra: the Definitive Guide.
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Reinwardt’s Gliding Frog
2014
There are more than 2600 species of frog and toad, all easily distinguishable as
members of this order. Frogs differ generally from toads in that they jump (toads
tend to walk), are more dependent on access to water, and are slimy (as opposed to
dry and warty). Frogs range in size from less than half an inch to almost a foot in
length (plus leg length). Despite their dependence on environmental conditions,
frogs live in many different surroundings, including water, semi-deserts, and
mountains. The only conditions in which they cannot exist are salt water and the
iciest and driest frontiers. Frogs undergo a metamorphosis from swimming tadpole
larvae to adult form; tadpoles are more subject to predation than are adults. Adult
frogs rely on various methods of defense, including flight, poison, and many
patterns and colors of camouflage. Frogs breathe and absorb water through their
skin, which is periodically shed. Most are nocturnal or twilight animals, and rely
more on their sense of vision and smell than hearing. Many species hibernate
through the winter months. Almost all male frogs produce a noise amplified by
vocal sacs on the floor of the mouth. Females are frequently somewhat larger than
the male, but have a more limited and quieter repertoire of calls. Despite fairy tale
claims, it has not yet been proven that frog kissing produces princes. A group of
frogs is called an army. The worldwide frog population has for some years been
declining at unprecedented rates, causing speculation about the overall health of
the biosystems from which they are disappearing.
Text by Nancy Kotary, from Windows 98 in a Nutshell.
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Sea Turtles
2014
The [hawksbill sea turtle] is a medium-sized turtle weighing up to 270 pounds, with
a shell length of about 3 feet. This sea turtle can be found in tropical reef areas in
the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian oceans. The hawksbill gets its name from its
distinctive beak-like mouth, and it is also recognized for its beautiful shell coloring,
known as "tortoise shell," which was exploited by the fashion industry for many
years. Hawksbill sea turtles are listed as an endangered species in Hawaii and are
protected under the state law as well as many other endangered species laws.
Sea turtles are highly migratory and have unique nesting habits. Nesting occurs at
night, typically between May and October. First, the females go ashore and look for
small, isolated beaches where they can lay their eggs. After they choose a site,
usually beyond the tideline, they dig a pit with their flippers and excavate an egg
chamber. Sea turtles only nest every two to three years, but they can lay up to six
clutches of eggs in one breeding season. A single nesting can contain as many as
230 eggs, with the average being about 130. When the last egg has been laid, the
females cover the chamber with sand and return to the sea, leaving the eggs behind.
The eggs incubate in their sand chambers for two to three months, and then
hatching takes place over several days. At birth, a hatchling is so small it can fit into
the palm of a human hand. The newborn turtles emerge from their chambers in
groups at night, when the sand is cool and there is less threat of predators. They
immediately head toward the sea, guided by the moonlight and the stars' reflections
on the water. But they face severe challenges during this journey, and the mortality
rate is high, as many of them fall prey to shorebirds and crabs. The turtles that safely
reach the ocean disappear into it and may only venture out again years later.
Text unattributed, from Version Control with Subversion.
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Slender Lorises
2014
Lorises are nocturnal, tree- dwelling, tailless primates with thick, soft fur and large,
round eyes. They are found in Southern India and Ceylon, where they live in trees,
rarely descending to the ground. Lorises have been observed urinating on their
hands and feet it is thought that they do this to improve their grip while climbing
and to leave a scent trail. A small animal, the slender loris is generally between 7 and
10 inches in size and weighs 12 ounces or less. It subsists on a diet of fruit, leaves,
and shoots and small animals that it captures by hand.
Text unattributed, from sed & awk.
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Tarsier
2014
[The tarsier’s] generic name, Tarsius, is derived from the animal's very long ankle
bone, the tarsus. The tarsier is a native of the East Indies jungles from Sumatra to the
Philippines and Sulawesi, where it lives in the trees, leaping from branch to branch
with extreme agility and speed.
A small animal, the tarsier's body is only 6 inches long, followed by a 10-inch tufted
tail. It is covered in soft, brown or gray silky fur, and has a round face and huge
eyes. Its arms and legs are long and slender, as are its digits, which are tipped with
rounded, fleshy pads to improve its grip on trees. Tarsiers are active only at night,
hiding during the day in tangles of vines or in the tops of tall trees. They subsist
mainly on insects and, though very curious animals, tend to be loners.
Text unattributed, from Learning the vi & vim Editors.
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Victoria Crowned Pigeons
2014
[The] Victoria crowned pigeon [is] one of the largest members of the pigeon family.
Unlike other birds, the crowned pigeon drinks water by immersing its bill and
sucking. Incubation of the eggs (generally two) is shared by these monogamous
birds, the male warming them by day, the female by night. The Victoria crowned
pigeon is light and dark blue with purple markings and a fanlike head crest of lacy,
light blue feathers. Though protected by law in its native country of New Guinea, it
is nonetheless an easy target for hunters for its plumage and is in danger of
extinction.
Text unattributed, from lex & yacc.
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Woodpecker
2014
There are approximately 380 species of woodpecker scattered all over the world,
with the exception of Madagascar, New Guinea, Australia, and New Zealand.
Woodpeckers use their strong, straight bills to drill or chisel tree trunks in order to
reach the insects inside. Their quest for dinner is also aided by tongues that are
extremely extensible and often covered in barbs and a sticky saliva-like substance.
They support themselves upright against tree trunks with their stiff tail feathers.
Most woodpeckers also support themselves with the use of four toes, two facing
forward and two facing back. The three-toed woodpecker, however, lacks the first,
backward-facing toe. These birds get at their food by chiseling at the tree trunk,
requiring that they throw their heads far back before each blow. Having an
additional backward-facing toe would impede these efforts. Three-toed
woodpeckers prefer swampy woods and the remnants of burnt forests. Insects are
abundant in these habitats. They are harder workers than many of the fellow
woodpeckers, and they search each tree thoroughly to get every last larva. A final
distinction between the three-toed woodpecker and many other woodpeckers is
that their heads are yellow, not the red commonly associated with woodpeckers.
Text by Clairemarie Fisher O’Leary, from Managing Mailing Lists.
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Colophon
Edie Freedman designed the first covers of O’Reilly Media’s “Animal” books in 1986
using 19th-century engravings of animals from the Dover Pictorial Archive. Her
format for the series pairing an animal, a color and a typeface with a program or
programming language has remained remarkably consistent since the first title was
published (only within the last few years shifting from the ITC Garamond font these
words are set in to URW Typewriter). The series' iconic covers continue to
complement O’Reilly’s distinctive approach to technical topics, breathing
personality and life into potentially dry subjects, animating what is effectively
Silicon Valley’s industry standard guide series.
Since the 19th-century a few animals documented by the Dover Pictorial Archive
have become extinct or endangered. Similarly, some of the “Animal” books’
technological subjects have become obsolete (like the guide to Windows 98 or,
more recently, the one to Windows XP). Accordingly not all of the books remain in
print. Many have evolved in successive editions. If a machine could empathize with
and relate itself to organic life, it might see in the printing cycles of these books or
the extinctions of these animals on their covers metaphors for its own product
lifecycle and that of the different languages running through it that are outlined in
O’Reilly’s series.
In publishing, a colophon is a brief statement containing information about the
publication of a book such as the place of publication, the publisher and the date of
publication. Its name derives from the Greek κολοφών, or “summit” giving a
colophon the metaphorical sense of a “crowning touch”. Among the “Animal”
books’ idiosyncratic hallmarks is their uncommonly robust use of back page
colophons including information about the animals on their covers alongside more
traditional uses of the form.
This colophon was written by Joshua Caleb Weibley in conjunction with the 2015
exhibition “Colophon” at Veronica, a project space in Seattle, WA nearby to the
headquarters of both Microsoft and the eCommerce bookseller Amazon.com. It was
revised for the release of this publication in conjunction with a second exhibition in
2015, “Cruft”, at TRANSFER Gallery in Brooklyn, NY.
“Colophon” and “Cruft” included drawings of a climbing Frog, a Dodo, Dung
Beetles, a European common Frog, a Groundhog, a Guiana Crested Eagle, a Hare, a
Hook-Lipped Rhinoceros, a Javan Rhinoceros, a Long-Eared Bat, a Malayan Tapir,
Owls, a Paradise Flycatcher, a Reinwardt’s Gliding Frog, Sea Turtles, Slender Lorises,
a Tarsier, Victoria Crowned Pigeons and a Woodpecker alongside a drawing of the
first edition of this colophon text.
	
  

These drawings were rendered by hand on letter paper—line by line as if by an
erratic ink-jet printer—with a Westcott B-60 C-THRU 8ths graph ruler and Sakura
Pigma Micron pens ranging in nib size from .2 to .5 millimeters. They were
exhibited in frames made out of an imitation stone countertop material called Solid
Surface.
Solid Surface was invented in the 1960s and shares with the “Animal” books both an
orientation toward antiquation and an analogy to the skeuomorphism of user
interface design. Originally introduced alongside the DuPont corporation’s other
innovative “space age plastics”, Solid Surface is now manufactured throughout the
world for invisibly banal, chameleonically elastic commercial use. For instance:
buying an “Animal” book from any chain store will likely bring the book to rest on a
Solid Surface counter at the point of sale. Meanwhile online, “Add to cart” and
“Proceed to checkout” serve virtually the same function and slip by just as quickly.

About the Author
Once employed producing Solid Surface countertops for retail chains like Sephora,
Motherhood Maternity and The Children’s Place, Joshua Caleb Weibley was born
the year the first “Animal” book (“Learning the vi Editor”) was published. He lives in
Brooklyn, NY and works for the online hand-made goods marketplace Etsy.
Between the two presentations of these drawings in Seattle and Brooklyn, Etsy
acted as a sponsor of O’Reilly Media’s second “Solid” conference, an event similar to
these exhibitions in its consideration for the collision of software and hardware
fueling a software-enhanced, networked physical world.
	
  

